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March 28, 2005
Dear Prospective Student,

Congratulations on your acceptance to Boalt Hall!  

We are excited that you are considering joining the Boalt community, and would like to share a unique opportunity for incoming Boalt Hall students of color who are interested in pursuing careers in social justice.

In furtherance of its commitment to the desegregation of higher education in the face of Proposition 209 and its determination to support lawyers of color pursuing public interest careers, the Berkeley Law Foundation (BLF) founded the Phoenix Fellowship in 1997.  The purpose of the Fellowship is, first, to encourage students of color to choose Boalt and, second, to support public interest work among these students. 

Since its creation, the Phoenix Fellowship has grown from modest summer stipends to a first year scholarship ($9,000) coupled with summer stipends ($3,000) for legal work that affects underprivileged and underrepresented communities.  Our successful fundraising efforts have allowed us to increase the funding for our fellows to pursue projects with organizations such as the Center for Constitutional Rights, the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF), and California Rural Legal Assistance (CRLA).

All students of color are encouraged to apply for this scholarship!  The application consists of a resume, a 2-3 page statement of purpose, and a letter(s) of recommendation.  The selection committee is looking for applicants with a proven commitment to social justice and an interest in pursuing a legal career in social justice.  Your statement of purpose should speak to these issues. 

Enclosed you will find application requirements and a brochure with additional information about the Phoenix Fellowship.  Please send your materials to Berkeley Law Foundation, Attention: Phoenix Fellowship, Simon Hall Room 385, University of California, Berkeley, CA 94720.  Applications must be postmarked no later than MONDAY, APRIL 18, 2005.  Decisions will be announced the last week of April.
Please self-address and stamp the enclosed postcard so that we may notify you when we have received your application and whether it is complete.  This postcard is particularly important if your letters of reference are being sent separately.  Please print the names of your recommenders on the postcard so we will know when we have received all the letters that you are expecting.    

If you have any questions, please contact the Phoenix Fellowship Coordinators, Bethelwel Wilson and Wanda Hasadsri, at phoenixfellowship@hotmail.com or you can leave a message at the Berkeley Law Foundation office (510) 642-1738.

Sincerely,

Bethelwel Wilson




Wanda Hasadsri
Phoenix Fellowship Coordinator             


Phoenix Fellowship Coordinator
